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Meanwhile  the King, keeping vigil in the vault, becomes
sensible  of a  current of air, which he traces to the tunnel.
He   proceeds   to   explore   the  tunnel,   which  leads  him  to
Chalak's  house,   where   he   finds  Javid   asleep. Javid wakes
up  and  flees  from  the  King, who follows him, pursued in
turn   by   Chalak,   on   whose   heels   follow   the   watchman
whom  the  noise  has  alarmed.   Javid  finally  turns   down a
passage which leads him into a ruined mosque, in the centre
of the courtyard of which is a deep well overshadowed by
an old tree, in which Javid takes refuge, hoping to conceal
himself amongst  the  leaves.  However the branch to which
he clings breaks, and he falls into the well. The King descends
after him  by  means  of a rope, followed by Chalak. Javid
plunges into another subterranean passage, while the watch-
men   remain  at  the  top   of the well, casting stones at the
fugitives. These follow the passage entered by Javid until it
finally  brings them to the bottom of another well, through
which   they   ascend  by  means   of a  rope  into  a  beautiful
garden, in the midst of which they find a gorgeous pavilion,
in which is a beautiful maiden. By her sits a hideous demon
named Tamtam, who has long tormented the neighbourhood,
and who has now come to seize and dishonour the maiden,
whose mother and servants have fled, abandoning her to her
fate.  While the King and Javid, hidden amongst the trees,
arc considering what to do, they are seized by five of Tam-
tam's confederates and led into the pavilion, where the demon
recognizes,  insults,  and  threatens  to  kill  them. Meanwhile
Chalak  arrives,  and,  seeing  their  peril, determines to save
them. He first throws a pastille amongst the five confederates
of Tamtam, who are engaged in drinking wine; this stupifies
them,  and  he  thereupon cuts off their heads. He next ap-
proaches the demon Tamtam, who is endeavouring to force
the  girl  to  submit  to  his  odious embraces, and strikes off